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Lifecycles
Reflections on the Inauguration
By Bob Hoover

I
was born (1932) and
raised in North Carolina
and had to endure all of

the dehumanizing effects of
overt racism. My first opportu-
nity to deal with whites on a
somewhat equal footing
came when I went into the Air
Force in 1951. 

The military had been inte-
grated and I got the opportu-
nity to attend school with
whites, to compete with them,
and to prove to myself and to
them that Black People can
do any thing white people can
do. 

It also gave me the opportu-
nity to understand that racism
was a nation wide mind set
among whites, as I was
denied service, when in full
military uniform, in restau-
rants in Cheyenne, WY,
Grand Junction, CO, and
other places outside of the
south.  

I became a SNCC
Community Organizer in 1965
and had the opportunity to
meet and talk with Stokely
Carmichael over the course

of seven years. He told me
that most of the things that we
were fighting for, i.e. justice,
freedom, equal opportunity,
and the right to be judged by
the content of our character
would probably not come to
past in our life time.

As I stood and participated
in the Inauguration of Barack
Obama, I thought about
Stokely and my 50+ years of
struggle in the Civil Rights
Movement, and I said, “Thank
God I lived to see this and
realize that my work and the
work of all of the others that
invested so much of their
lives in this struggle was not
in vain.” 

I don’t mean to suggest that
we have reached the moun-
tain top, but we have made a
huge leap up the incline.

I can not put into words my
feelings, but I was over
whelmed with joy, love, satis-
faction, and motivation to
continue the struggle. Yes,
there is a feeling of pride, and
a sense of YES WE CAN.

By Debra Watkins

Frank Sinatra used to sing a
song entitled “My Way” and
that would be my theme for
how I chose to experience the
historic time leading up to and
including the day of Barack
Obama’s Inauguration as the
44th president of the United

An EPA Inaugural Celebration

I
t was certainly a festive

occasion as a near
capacity crowd gathered

in East Palo Alto at the

Firehouse Grill and Brewery
at 7 a.m. on January 20 to wit-

ness President Barack
Obama’s swearing in ceremo-
ny.

For those who could not or
would not go to Washington,

to stand with millions of others
in the freezing cold, attending
a breakfast with friends and
colleagues was a perfect sub-

stitute location from which
one could comfortably wit-

ness the entire event.
Despite the fact that this

David and Delores Farrell

inaugural breakfast was held

at a public place, it was not a
public event, since all of the
attendees received personal

invitations and paid a nominal
fee for the privilege of having

breakfast and sharing the his-

toric occasion.

The idea for the breakfast
was the brainchild of East

Palo Alto resident Delores

Farrell who said she came up
with the idea because she

wanted to share the inaugural
experience with  her family

and friends.  

Once the required number

of family and friends had 

agreed to attend, admittance 

to the event was closed.
Many of those who attend-

ed the breakfast acted as if

they were actually attending
the ceremony itself. When

Presdent Obama took the

oath of office, they cheered

and applauded.
They stood for the Flag

Salute. At times, a few even

cried.   
Wherever one sat that morn-

ing, the many large flatscreen
monitors around the walls
made every televised moment
clearly visible. Even the large
bow on Aretha Franklin’s hat
could easily be seen.

close-up pictures possible. I
arrived on Wed., Jan. 14, at
B a l t i m o r e / W a s h i n g t o n
International (BWI) Airport.
The terminal was nearly
empty. I stopped at the local
America store to buy a ski cap
for the frigid temperatures we
had all heard about and
began what would be my first
of several shopping sprees to
acquire 

Obama memorabalia for
me, friends and the African
American students I work with
on a daily basis. 

I stayed with a close friend
in Burtonsville, Maryland, and
on Jan. 15 and 16 she
dropped me off at the Silver
Spring Metro station and I
enjoyed the 15 minute ride
into the heart of DC. No
crowds! 

Both days I took stunning
pictures of a nearly empty
mall with shots of the
Washington Memorial on one
end and the Capitol on the
other. 

I even took close-up shots of
the entire Swearing In cere-
mony area and parade route
before both were cordoned off
by the Secret Service days
later.  

On the evening of Jan. 17,
two friends from Oakland
joined me and we moved to a
hotel 15 minutes from BWI.
We split a $45 cab ride to the 

Metro and back to our hotel 
each day and never had to
worry about finding a parking 
space in the increasingly 
crowded lots. 

On Jan. 17, 18 and 19, we
still enjoyed easy access to
the Metro. I had wisely pur-
chased a seven-day pass and
got my friends to do the same.
We never had to wait in line
for more than five minutes!

While the weather was
extremely cold, everyone we
encountered was warm and
friendly. There was so much
joy in the air. 

Even when we decided not
to attend Barbara Lee’s
reception at the Rayburn
Building because the lines
snaked around the corner and
people waited for hours to get
in, walking blocks in the cold
to the Union Station and buy-
ing more souvenirs among
the throngs of people doing
the same was still a wonderful
experience.     

One of the highlights of my 
time in D.C. was attending a 
reception for Stanford Univer-
sity professor, Linda Darling 
Hammond, at a swank hotel in
DC. A close personal friend 
and colleague, Linda has
been appointed by Obama to
serve as his chief policy advi-
sor for education as part of
the transition team. Linda will
do a fabulous job.

On the day of the
Inauguration, my friends and I
joined a handful of others,
beat the crowds, cold and
gridlock by watching the
Swearing In on a big screen
TV in our hotel’s lobby. It was
fabulous! Remember, I did it
My Way.

Editors note: EPA residents
saw pictures and heard more
eyewitness accounts from
other locals who attended the
inaugural on Sat., Feb. 21, at
the Seventh-day Adventist
Church, 994 Beech Street in
East Palo Alto. 

Jennifer Jackson, Debra Watkins and Linda Darling Hammond
at a Washington, D.C. reception during the inaugural festivities.       

Photo courtesy of HJBurroughs

Photo courtesy of HJBurroughs

Rosemary Steele on the far right of this picture watches one of
the monitors showing President Barack Obama’s swearing in.

Photo courtesy of Debra Watkins
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My trip to Mexico

I
was so excited about my
trip to México; I was going
to be staying there for two

weeks. I was going to be leav-
ing with my aunt, from my
dad's side my two cousins,
and my brother. We were
going to three different places
in Mexico which are Tijuana,
Gualadajara Jalisco,  and
Uru- apan Michoacan. We
were going to Tijuana to visit
the family and also to visit my
aunt's grave.

We were also going to
Uruapan Michoacan because

we were going to be visiting
my grandparents, other family
members and another aunties

grave. We were going to
Gualadaja because we were
going to go visit my family
over there and to see my
grandma from my mom's side
of the family.

Before packing I didn't real-
ly know what type of clothes
to take, because I didn't know
how the weather was going to
be over there. So we made
sure we took both warm and
casual clothes because if it's
cold we'll keep warm, and if its
hot, we'll be dressed appropri-
ately for the environment. 

At first I was nervous and
didn't really know what to
expect, and at the same time,
I was excited to travel and
meet my family members that
I hadn't met. Again, the main
reason we were going to visit
was not only to visit my fami-

ly, but also because we want-
ed to go visit my grandpar-
ents' and aunties' grave.

In Mexico, it is a tradition to
go visit your ancestors'
graves and to give them flow-
ers for Dia de los Muertos
which is also known as Day of
the Dead in English. It's cele-
brated on November 1 and 2.
On these two days, Mexican
families go to visit their loved
ones' graves. 

It's a belief people have,
and they would take them

food that they use to like, dec-
orate their grave with lots of
flowers. The people visit the
cemetery where their loved
ones are buried. They deco-

rate gravesites with flowers
and candles. They bring toys
for dead children and bottles
of tequila to adults. They sur-
round these altars in there
homes with flowers, food and
pictures of their loved ones.
They light candles and place
them next to the altar. We also
play the favorite music they
use to like and put their
favorite drinks or foods that
were their favorites. 

Visiting the grave of my
ancestors was a new experi-
ence for me because I have
never been to a cemetery full
of people! It was very crowd-
ed and you couldn't move that
much. When we got to my
family's grave site we immedi-
ately started decorating it with
lots of flowers and we got a
mariachi to sing them their
favorite songs they use to like
a lot. 

The food in Mexico was very
good and delicious. Most of
the plates I ate where the
same that I eat at home.
Some people dress differently
with their own creative style. I
was very excited to be coming
back and seeing my parents
and telling them all about my
trip. The airplane trip was

about 4 hours because we
drove from Tijuana to
California. The airplane was-
n't tiring, but being in the car
for 8 hours was tiring.

I was happy to come home
and see my parents, my
friends, and the rest of my
family, but I was sad to leave
Mexico because I was getting
use to it, and I had a good
time with my family. Coming
back to school was the hard
part! I had lots of catching up
to do, and lots of assignments
and homework to turn in. It
was a fun experience meeting
new family members in
Mexico and going around and
visiting new places.

Claudia Hernandez, who is
an intern with East Palo Alto
Today, is a sophmore at East
Palo Alto Academy High
School in Menlo Park.

My family in Mexico

A  family grave in 
Uruapan Michoacan

Putting flowers in a 
family grave

Flowers in a cemetery in
Tijuana  

By Claudia Hernandez

EPA Today Intern
All of the family on Dia De Los Muertos

Lifecycles

Auldria Mae Williams 

July 4, 1935 - February 4, 2009

Auldria Mae Williams, 73, a
resident of Stockton, CA, for-
merly from E. Palo Alto, CA,
passed away peacefully on
2/4/09, surrounded by loved
ones.

Auldria was born in Celeste,
Alabama to the late Aubrey
Thomas Sr. and Pinkie
Thomas. She was the eldest
of five children. Auldria
worked in the field of gerontol-
ogy until her retirement.

Auldria was affiliated with
Mount Olive AOH Church of
God, located in Menlo Park,
CA. She served as a treasur-
er, Church Mother, and dedi-
cated “pillar of the church”.

Auldria leaves to cherish
her memory: her husband,
Samuel Dave Williams of
Stockton, CA; 6 children:  Roi
Majid, Benjamin Williams,
Jerry Williams (preceded her
in death); Joey Williams; Ora
Augmon and Jerell

Armstrong; two brothers:
Benjamin (Lucy) Thomas of
Turlock, CA, and Aubrey
Thomas, Jr. (Delores) of
Douglasville, GA; two sisters:
Rose Julie Lee and Margaret
Eason (who preceded her in
death, and parents, Aubrey
Thomas Sr. and Pinkie
Thomas).

Friends and family mem-
bers  attended  the Quiet Hour
on Wednesday, 2/11/09, from
7:00 – 8:00 PM at Jones
Mortuary, 660 Donohoe
Street, E. Palo Alto, CA.
There was  a Celebration of
Auldria’s Life on Thursday,
2/12/09 at Mt. Olive AOH
Church of God, 605 Hamilton
Avenue, Menlo Park, CA. The
Repast was held at the same
location. Her committal was
held at Alta Mesa Cemetery,
695 Astradero Road, Palo
Alto, CA. 

Arrangements were provid-
ed by Jones Mortuary at 660
Donohoe Street in East Palo
Alto, CA, 94303

Brandon Lamar Bradford

was born July 16, 1961 in San

Mateo, California, the second

child of Delores and Jimmy

Bradford. Brandon was not a

very common name in 1961

and both sets of grandparents

immediately started calling

him “Bran Muffin” and “Puff

the Magic Dragon” which

soon turned Into “Muff” or

“Muffy”. 

Brandon attended school In

East Palo Alto and was active

In sports and all activities

involving his family, making

friends, caring for animals and

using , his hands - repairing

bikes, making go-carts and

mini-bikes. 

In 1978, Brandon’s family

moved to Seattle, Washington

where he attended Garfield

High School. He continued to

make life long friends and

finally met his biological broth-

ers. Muffy not only Increased

his family but also his love for

cars. When he returned to

California, he attended and

graduated from Sequoia

Automotive School in 1982. 

In 1991, Muffy married his

childhood friend Rosalind

Sanders and Brandon Lamar

Bradford Jr. was bprn In 1992.

Through his union with Ivy

Henry, his daughter, Brandl

Nekelanl Bradford was born in

Washington in 2001. His circle

of love continued and grew

larger. 

Brandon is survived by and 

will be lovingly missed by his

grandmother (Mae Nahmias),

mother (Delores Farrell), son

(Brandon), daughter (Brandl),

sisters (Terri, Nikki, Tracl),

brothers (Sean, Michael),

step- father (David Farrell and

grand father(Albert Nahmias),

many uncles, aunts, nieces,

nephews,grand-nieces,grand-

nephews, extended family

and friends, his girl friend

Rosalind Chew and his car

club (Lay 1M Low). 

Brandon’s fraternal grand

parents (Jim and Essie B.

Bradford), and his father

(Jimmy Bradford Jr.) preced-

ed him in death. 

Muffy’s life and presence

was a testament of what love

is suppose to be. He was a

loyal son, a devoted father, a

caring brother, the family

organizer, the master

mechanic and your life long

friend. 

In memoriam - a celebration of life

Brandon Lamar Bradford 

All photos in this article were
taken by Claudia Hernandez
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Violent crime has
decreased 23 percent from
2005 to 2007, said East Palo
Alto Police Department Crime
Analyst Doris Cohen.  The
police expect to maintain a
lower overall crime rate this
year than in 2007, she added.
At the time of this press
release, the 2008 rates were
not yet available.

The East Palo Alto Police
Department has been
aggressively fighting to
decrease violent crime since
2004, after the crime rate
rose 10 percent from 2003.
Chief of Police Ronald L.
Davis said that since then, the
crime rate has not risen high-
er.

Davis said that after being
appointed Chief of Police in
2005, he and other East Palo
Alto officials made it a priority
to involve national and local
organizations in violence
resistance projects.

Much local crime is related
to gang violence, Cohen said.
The police know of at least 10
active gangs in East Palo
Alto, the majority of which are
Hispanic and African
American groups, she added.

Ed Soares, an East Palo
Alto Police Department
Detective working with gang
involvement issues, said the
police have been tracking two
Hispanic gangs, four African
American gangs, and various
gang sects for the past sever-
al years.

Angel Sanchez, an East
Palo Alto  Police Department
Detective, added that the
police possess no official
method of monitoring gang
involvement because gangs
migrate to different cities and
constantly recruit new mem-
bers.  Currently, the police
often identify gang members
after their conviction and by
tattoos, clothing, and by their
association with other gang
members 

Soares said while the over-
all crime rate demonstrates a

numerical decrease, gang
violence is at “a steady, high
volume.”  He does not consid-
er gang violence to decrease
this year.

“Gang violence and crime
go up and down.  Historically,
that’s just how it is,” he said.

Since 2005, the police, the
East Palo Alto City Council
and local community organi-
zations have worked to
decrease gang violence by
partnering with national
organizations and initiating
community projects.

According to Davis, the city
of East Palo Alto has used his
“3 C’s” philosophy, which
includes “city leadership,
community involvement and
collaboration with local and
national agencies” to suc-
cessfully decrease the city’s
crime rate.

East Palo Alto has received
more than $6 million in grants
over the past three years to
fund police efforts, such as
increased personnel, person-
nel training, higher personnel
wages, firearm equipment
and computers, Davis said.

In 2005, the city received a
$75,000 grant from Project
Safe Neighborhood, a nation-
al anti-violence organization
that funds gun violence resist-
ance efforts.

Project Safe Neighborhood 

The city allocated the
Project Safe Neighborhood
grant money to the police
department.  The funds also
sponsored local events, such
as the Unity March and Rally
in February 2007, a march
through the city, which 1,000
EPA residents attended to
protest crime and gang vio-
lence.

In July 2007, the depart-
ment became one of the 30
cities in the country to acquire
the ShotSpotter Gunshot
Detection and Location
System, a locating device that
detects gunshots for police in
designated areas of the city.

The system identifies the
exact location of a gunshot on
police computers, and officers
can respond to the incident
immediately.

The ShotSpotter 

The ShotSpotter helped
police control a two week
surge of gun violence in April
2008, during which the equip-
ment detected 10 shootings,
Cohen said. State grants
totaling $150,000 also funded
the Gang Resistance
Education and Training
Program which began in
2005. As a component of the
program, police visit local
middle schools to teach stu-
dents about self-esteem and
discourage gang and crime
involvement.

“Gang violence is very
much a priority for our depart-
ment,” Cohen said.  “We’d like
to believe our projects that
target crime and gang vio-
lence have helped our crime
rates.  There seems to be a
correlation between what we
do and our significantly
decreasing numbers.”

Beyond grant money and
increased law enforcement,
Davis credits many communi-
ty programs for the decreas-
ing crime rates.

“Of course enforcement is
important, but intervention
and prevention efforts by the
community have been our pri-
mary reasons for success,” he
said.

The local “I Have a Dream”
East Palo Alto Program pro-
vides East Palo Alto Academy
middle school students with
afterschool mentors and
tutors.  It also encourages
them to attend college by pro-
viding university scholarships.

“What makes a difference
for at-risk kids?” asked Taylor
Martin, director of the “I Have
a Dream” East Palo Alto
Program.  “On top of providing
mentors and long-term goals
for our students, we give them
a safe place to hang out after

school because it’s so easy
for kids to get swept up into
gangs and trouble on the
streets.”

Other community efforts
include various community
organizations and programs
aimed at the city’s young peo-
ple. There are programs like
the Lord’s Gym Community
Center, which was founded in
September 2007 by Rev. Paul
Bains, the senior pastor at the
local St. Samuel Church of
God in Christ.  The Lord’s
Gym offers teens recreational
activities, such as basketball,
ping pong and karate, in an
attempt to keep them off of
the streets after school hours,
according to Bains.

Both the Boys & Girls Club
of the Peninsula and the East
Palo Alto Tennis and Tutoring
programs provide teenage
students with similar after-
school and summer pro-
grams, ranging from educa-
tional classes and mentor-
ships to sports tournaments
and fieldtrips.

Cohen said although report-
ed homicide, rapes, assaults,
burglaries and thefts are fol-
lowing the downward trend
this year, rates of robbery and
auto theft were higher in 2008
than during the first half of
2007.

The department appointed
two new captains in May to
control areas of high robbery
and auto theft crimes in the
city.

“There’s still a lot of improv-
ing and work left for the police
and community,” Davis said.
“Violent crime in this city is still
completely unacceptable and
way too high.”

From 2006 to 2007, when
the overall crime rate dropped
23 percent, the homicide rate
rose from six to seven homi-
cides.  Although homicides
are “the most significant
crime,” the increase did not
affect the overall crime rate
decrease that year, Cohen
said. 

Project Safe Neighborhood
granted East Palo Alto with an
additional $10,000 in 2008,
which will be used by the
police department to add new
officer positions to control dif-
ferent areas of the city.  The
department also plans to pur-
chase better equipment and
to acquire other resources.

Police Chief Davis said the
city has suffered a “bad rap”
from the country since 1992
because of its history of vio-
lence.  He said East Palo
Alto’s “image” should be
based on the city’s long-term
improvements and not on the
latest crime.

“We’re humans, so we
make mistakes, but the coun-
try needs to judge our overall
efforts when evaluating our
progress.  When something
negative happens, we are
candid about it, accept it, own
it and fix it,” he said.

The police partnered with
the No More Tears: Response
to Violence Program in 2007 to
initiate the “Fixin’ da Hood”
project for East Palo Alto, said
Denise Banister, Acting Project
Coordinator of No More Tears.
The project will provide East
Palo Alto inmates at the San
Quentin State Prison in
California with an accelerated
mentorship program, that will
help prepare them to reenter
the city after their release on
parole.

The mentors of the four
year-old program, all of whom
are currently incarcerated, will
help other East Palo Alto
inmates to identify the faulty
thinking that led to their crimi-
nal activity and to encourage
them to behave differently to
prevent them from reentering
the criminal system.

The “Fixin’ da Hood” project
is schedule to launch in a few
months, Banister said.

Dana Tom is a student at
Menlo School in Atherton,
CAThis year marks the second
year that she has written arti-
cles for East Palo Alto Today.

The East Palo Alto Today newspaper is published by the East Palo Alto Center for Community Media, a nonprofit agency that was formed in January 2003 to create
media outlets in East Palo Alto and provide the type of positive, relevant information about the community that is not easily found elsewhere. If you like what you see in
East Palo Alto Today, then we ask that you enable us to serve the community better. You can do this by completing the partnership card below and mailing it with your tax
deductible donation which will go directly to the center’s media efforts. You can read more about the East Palo Alto Center for Community Media online at
www.epamedia.org. You can also donate to the center at the EPA Today and the EPA Media websites. Please contact us if you have any questions. We look forward to
hearing from you.

Fighting crime                                  continued from page 1
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However, Page Mill only
offered to reduce her rent from
$953 to $910 per month.  As
she pointed out, this is the cost
of one medication co-pay.  Late
this summer, this tenant lost
her job in shipping.  Unable to
afford the rent, and not wanting
an eviction on her record, she
gave notice.  She is now home-
less, obtaining housing vouch-
ers from El Concilio in EPA
when she can, and sleeping in
her car when she can't.

Or the story of Artemio, who
survives on a fixed income of
$913 per month.  After receiv-
ing the Page Mill letter regard-
ing reduced rents for special
circumstances, Artemio
requested a meeting to discuss
his circumstances in a letter
dated June 26, 2008.  He sent
this letter via certified mail.  As
of today, Mr. Aboytes is still
waiting for a response.

Or, Sione, who I found mov-
ing after he received a notice to
vacate from Page Mill.  When I
asked Sione what he would do,
he said he would move his
things to a small storage unit.
When I asked him where he
would stay after Dec 2, he
r e s p o n d e d , " I d o n ' t
know....maybe my car, for
now."

I see and hear these stories
every day.  We are losing, on

average, almost three people
per day, 20 people per week,
week after week. 

To appreciate the magnitude
of this crisis, consider the fol-
lowing:

Vacancy rate data for a ran-
dom sample of over 470 of
these Page Mill units show
that, as of December 3, 2008,
the vacancy rate in Page Mill’s
roughly 1790 EPA units is 24%.
This value is highly reliable,
and very close to the target
turnover value for typical
predatory equity schemes.
Historically, based on 2000 US
Census data, vacancy rates in
this area are 2%.  This begs the
question:  how do you get from
a vacancy rate of 2% to 24% in
less than two years?   

According to the census
data, the average household
size for renter occupied units in
EPA is 3.83.  Using this value,
we can see that we had rough-
ly 6700 people living in these
units prior to transfer of owner-
ship to Page Mill Properties.  In
moving from historic vacancy
rates of 2% to the current rate
of 24%, of these original 6700,
we have lost roughly 1500 peo-
ple to harassment, evictions,
etc. over the past 18 months.
Before this crisis, East Palo
Alto’s total population size was
roughly 32,000.  

Under a California law called
Costa Hawkins, “voluntarily”
vacated units may be raised to
fair market value.  At their core,
predatory equity schemes
make money for their investors
by undermining the local rent
control ordinance through liti-
gation, and by replacing low-
income tenants with tenants
capable of paying significantly
higher rents.

Sadly, this strategy is target-
ing an under-funded municipal-
ity, and a population that can
be classified as working poor,
with demographics as follows:
60% Latino, 22% African
American, 6% Caucasian, and
2% other.  A large fraction of
the Latino population has no
immigration papers, and this
plays in favor of Page Mill’s
strategy.  This population has
ESL or no English language
skills, is generally unaware of
legal rights, and understand-
ably, reluctant to assert these
rights even when they are
aware of them.

Remember, this business
model isn't generating ordinary
profits.  According to CalPERS,
one of Page Mill’s partners, this
fund is classified as "oppor-
tunistic”.  This is defined as
anything that returns > 13%
annual returns.  It should be
noted that the annual return on

investment for the US stock
market, when averaged over
the past 90 years, is 10%; for
the US bond market, 7%.

CalPERS’ involvement as a
limited partner in Page Mill
Properties II, LP, the specific
fund in which the EPA rental
portfolio sits, is noteworthy for
several reasons.  

First, CalPERS is a public
employee pension fund, and
the City of East Palo Alto is a
member of the CalPERS sys-
tem.  

Second, in 2005, CalPERS,
along with other leading pen-
sion and investment groups
drafted a document at the
United Nations on Principles
for Responsible Investment
(UN PRI).  CalPERS became a
signatory to this document in
April, 2006.  As a signatory,
CalPERS committed itself to
six guidelines for socially and
environmentally responsible
investing.
In CalPERS real estate invest-
ment reports, the inception
date for Page Mill Properties II,
LP is shown as July 2006.  So,
in April 2006, CalPERS
became a signatory to the UN
PRI.  Three months after sign-
ing the UN agreement, they
committed $100 million to
Page Mill's equity scheme in
East Palo Alto, $69 million of

which has already been invest-
ed.  As of June 30, 2008,
CalPERS net assets at fair
market value for this fund was
$69,861,698.

The opportunistic profits for
private equity and public pen-
sion funds are being made on
the backs of people that are, for
the most part, powerless.  They
are dispossessed.  They
include the working poor, the
mentally ill, people struggling
with drug addiction and other
health issues, the list goes on.
They have demonstrated
unbelievable dignity in light of
the current situation, but they
are scared.

Fortunately, we can do some-
thing.First, get informed.
Please visit www.epa-ten-
ants.org for the complete story.
Second, if you’re considering
being a renter, please be aware
of the costs to the
communi ty. Thi rd,contact
C o n g r e s s w o m a n A n n a
Eshoo’s office at (650) 323-
2984 to express your concern
and demand action.

If we don't stand up, who are
we as a community?

Chris Lund is a community
activist and a tenant in one of
Page Mill Properties’ apart-
ments. 

Riding Peter’s red bike

Severe housing crisis continued from page 7

By Joanie Cavanaugh

EPA Today Contributor

The first thing with wheels
my son Peter really loved was
a toddler-sized red plastic fire
engine. 

He rode his fire engine in
the house, on the lawn, down
our driveway, on the street –
with me running beside him.
In his red rubber rain boots
and red fire hat, Peter rode his
fire engine every single day.

So when we packed for
Peter’s freshman year at UC
San Diego, it was no surprise
to me that he wanted to take
his new red bike, the one I
gave him for high school grad-
uation. Biking was Peter’s
preferred method of trans-

portation. So, we boxed up his
bike and took it on the plane.
When we arrived, Peter
reassembled his bike, took a
test ride, and smiled from ear
to ear.

When it was time to say
goodbye, Peter gave me a big
hug and a kiss. And instead of
my running alongside his red
plastic fire engine, he rode
away from me on his red bike.  

Somehow, we had come
full circle – all around Peter
riding red things with wheels. 

A few weeks into college,
Peter told me he stopped
wearing his helmet. He said,
“None of the kids on campus
wear a helmet Mom.” I fig-
ured, “This is one of those
decisions young adults make.

I’ll try not to worry.”
When Peter came home for

the summer, he still didn’t
wear his helmet. He turned 19
and legally, he didn’t have to. 

It was an ongoing discus-
sion between us, but in want-
ing to walk that fine line
between protecting him and
letting him grow up, I was
happy when we reached a
compromise. He agreed to
wear his helmet at night.

A week later, I got the call.
Sirens in the background,
voices of police officers and
Peter saying, “Mom, I got hit
by a car.” 

In that split second, I
processed that he was using
his cell phone, so things
couldn’t be too bad. I raced

across town to the scene, just
as the firemen were leaving.
They cancelled the ambu-
lance. 

Three police officers took a
report. Peter was biking at 25
MPH. A car turned in front of
him. He tried to brake, his
wheels locked up, and the car
hit him. 

The impact took off the
car’s bumper. Peter flew over
the handle bars and skidded
to a stop, barely missing a
tree, a lamppost and another
car. He was not wearing a hel-
met. He did not hit his head.
He had only a few scrapes. 

What could have happened
has been hitting us for weeks.
I could research helmet statis-
tics, enter the debate on free-

dom of choice, interview neu-
rologists on quality of life with
severe brain trauma. But
instead, my thoughts are sim-
ple. 

If your children are young
and won’t wear a helmet, lock
up their bikes until they do.

If your children are older
like mine, dare to push the
envelope between respecting
their right to choose and pro-
tecting them, because as par-
ents, protecting them is our
job no matter how young or
old they are. 

Peter now wears a helmet -
a red one, just like his bike   

Joanie Cavanaugh is the
Director of Marketing and
Communications at Sequoia
Hospital in Redwood City.

Community News Briefs  continued from page 3

continued on page 11

“There Oughta Be A Law’
contest, which invites state
residents to submit ideas for
new state legislation. 

The bill was the idea of
Menlo Park resident Lisa
Conrad and it has the support
of many senior advocacy
groupsand consumer groups.

Statewide Propositions

Some are projecting that the
provisions in California’s new
budget could have serious
implications for the City of
East Palo Alto.

Since the new budget pro-
poses reductions in health
care, human services and
education, city voters are
being encouraged to pay par-
ticular attention to the
Propositions that are on the
May 19, 2009, Statewide
Special Election Ballot.

The following list shows the
relevant propositions:

Proposition 1A
Stabilizes State Budget.

Reforms California Budget
Process. Limits State
Spending. Increases "Rainy
Day" Budget Stabilization
Fund.

Proposition 1B

Election Funding. Payment
Plan.

Proposition 1C
Lottery Modernization Act.
Proposition 1D
Protects Children's

Services Funding. Helps
Balance State Budget.

Proposition 1E
Ensures Funding for

Children's Mental Health
Services. Helps Balance
State Budget.

Proposition 1F
Elected Officials' Salaries.

Prevents Pay Increases
During Budget Deficit Years.

Proposition 13
Limits on Property Tax

Assessment. Seismic
Retrofitting of Existing
Buildings. Legislative
Constitutional Amendment.

Additional information can
be obtained online  by enter-
ing the following address
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elec-
t i o n s / p u b l i c - d i s p l a y -
051909/official-ballot-pam-
p h l e t - p u b l i c - d i s p l a y -
051909.htm

Reversal of Ban 

In supporting the reversal of
the ban prohibiting the media
from showing pictures of sol-
diers’ coffins U.S. Rep. Anna
G. Eshoo (D-Palo Alto) issued

the following statement      
“President Obama and

Secretary Gates’ decision to
reverse the ban on media
coverage of the returning
remains of our nation’s
heroes is highly commend-
able and long overdue.  

Our remembrance of them
should be made visible to
every American.  My friend
and constituent Karen
Meredith, a Gold Star Mother,
has dedicated herself to
reversing the ban in honor of
her decorated son, First
Lieutenant Kenneth Ballard,
who was killed in Iraq in
2004.”
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If you drive by the Cesar
Chavez School on any
Saturday in the fall, you can-
not help but notice the mass-
es of kids running, kicking,

and playing soccer in brightly
colored uniforms. 

These children are all part of
the Ravenswood Youth
Athletic Association soccer
program. Started by Shannon
Pekary in 2006, this nonprofit
organization teaches East
Palo Alto youth life lessons,
good sportsmanship, and
scripture through athletics.    

“RYAA is fulfilling quite a few
needs of the community,”
says Cliff Bennet, a local pas-
tor. Since there are few other
opportunities for children to
play sports affordably, East
Palo Alto youth flock to the
field, where they are teamed
up with encouraging and lov-

ing coaches. 
“The impact of RYAA is

huge in that players are living
better lives, and doing better
in school,” declares RYAA
Coach Jose Capistrano. “In
RYAA we not only teach the
kids soccer, but also provide
life lessons and godly morals
that the players will use for
the rest of their lives.” 

When asked how RYAA has
impacted her personally, one
of the RYAA participants stat-
ed, “ Last year I was involved
in gangs, drugs, and skipping
school, but then I started play-
ing soccer with RYAA. My 
coach told me about God, and
I decided to trust in him. My

life changed dramatically.”   
Currently, RYAA has over

500 kids enrolled in its soccer
program. In addition to this,
RYAA has about 40 kids
enrolled in its karate program,
and 25 kids in tenni

Fall Sports Wrap-up

EPA Highschool
The EPA High school boys
soccer team did extremely
well in league play. Playing in
the PSAL, they recorded only 

Isaiah Pekary

Looking at local community sports
By Isaiah Pekary

EPA Today Contributor

Youngsters playing RYAA soccer in East Palo Alto. 
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Mi viaje a México
Por Claudia Hernandez

EPA Today Intern

Yo estaba tan entusiasmada
a mi viaje a México; yo iba a
permanecer allí durante dos
semanas. iba a salir con mi
tía, parte de la familia de mi
papa, mis dos primos, y mi
hermano. Ibamos a tres 
lugares diferentes de México 
que son Tijuana, Gualadajara 
Jalisco, y Uruapan 
Michoacán. Ibamos a Tijuana 
para visitar la familia y tam- 
bién a visitar la tumba de mi 
tia. 

Nosotros también íbamos a 
Uruapan Michoacan porque 
íbamos a visitar a mis abue- 
los, otros miembros de la 
familia y otra tumba de otra 
tia. Ibamos a Gualadaja 
porque íbamos a visitar a mi 

familia y para ver a mi abueli- 
ta de parte de la familia de mi
mamá. 

Antes de empacar real- 
mente no sabiamos que clase 
de ropa llevar, porque no 
saviamos el clima. Así nos 
aseguramos y llevamos ropa 
para el frio y ropa para el 
calor.y asi estaremos vesti- 
dos apropiadamente para el 
medio ambiente. 

Yo estaba nerviosa y real- 
mente no savia qué esperar, 
y al mismo tiempo, estaba 
entusiasmada de viajar y 

conocer a mi familia que
había conosido. Nuevamente, 
la principal razón que íbamos 
a visita fue no sólo a visitar a 
mi familia, sino también 
porque queríamos ir a visitar 
mis abuelos’ y tías’ tumba en 
el pantion. En México, es una 
tradición ir a visitar sus 
antepasados’ y a darles flores 

El Dia de los muertos que es 
también conocido como “day 
of the dead” en inglés. 

En México, es una tradición 
ir a visitar sus antepasados’ 
tumbas y a darles flores para 
Dia de los muertos que es 
también conocido como el 
Día de Muertos en inglés. Se 
celebra el 1 de Noviembre y 
2. En estos dos días, las 
familias  van a visitar a sus 
seres queridos’. 

Es una creencia  que per- 
sonas tienen, y les llevan ali- 
mentos que antes les gusta- 
van, decoran sus tumbas con 
muchas flores. YLa gente 
van a recordar a sus seres 
queridos  que están enterra- 
dos. Ellos adornan las tum- 
bas con flores y velas. Trien 
juguetes para niños muertos 
y botellas de tequila para
adultos. Rodean estas
altares con flores, alimentos y 
fotografías. 
Visitar la tumba de mis 
antepasados fue una experi- 
encia nueva para mí porque 

nunca  estado en un 
cementerio lleno de mucha 
gente! Avia d decorar la
tumba con muchas flores y
teniamos un mariachi para
cantar sus canciones favoritas
que les gustavan escuchar
cuando estavan vivos. 

La comida de México esta- 
va muy buena y deliciosa. La 
mayoría de las platos que 
comi son los mismos que 
como en casa. Algunas per- 
sonas  se visten diferente, 
con su propio estilo y son 
muy creativos. Yo estaba muy 
emocionada de regresar y ver 
a mis padres y dicirles todo 
sobre mi viaje. El viaje por 
avion fue de aproximada-
emasiada gente que ni se
podia caminar! 

Cuando llegamos imediata- 
mente mi familia comenzó a 
mente 4 horas porque nos 
dirigíamos desde Tijuana y 
despues a California. El viaje 
por avión no fue tan aburido, 
pero estár en caro por 8 
horas fue cansador. 

Yo estaba feliz de venir a 
casa y ver a mis padres, mis 
amigos, y el resto de mi 
familia, pero estaba triste 
abandonar México porque me 
estava acostumbrando, y me 
diverti con mi familia.

Volviendo a la escuela fue la 

parte difícil! Tuve mucha 
tarea que tenia que terminar. 
Era una divertida experiencia 
conocer a nuevos miembros 
de la familia y conocer nuevos

lugares en Mexico.

Claudia Hernandez, quién es
interno con East Palo Alto
Today, es un estudiante de
segundo año en la East Palo
Alto Academy High School en

Menlo Park.La iglesia en Gualadajara Jalisco

una pirámide

Decorando la tumba en
Tijuana

las flores en un cementerio en
Tijuana

one loss during the entire 
season, but were unfortunate-
ly knocked out early in the
playoffs.
Eastside High School:
During the fall, Eastside par-
ticipated in both girls volley
ball and boys cross country. 
The season was a disappoint-
ment for girls volleyball, as
they recorded zero wins dur-
ing the season. MVP was jun-
ior Lani Hengehenga. Taking
the reigns of the offense as
setter early in the season, she
showed tremendous improve-

ment throughout the year. By
the end of the season, Lani
was serving, setting and
attacking the ball confidently,
consistently, and aggressively. 

Boys cross country had a
good showing, and placed
fifth in the challenging WBAL.
Junior Darryl Sepulveda lead
the team by being the top fin-
isher on the team in every
race this fall. In addition, he
demonstrated a good work
ethic and was very consistent
with his training.

RYAA Competitive Soccer:

After moving up to class

one, division two since the

previous season, the under-

15-year-old boys team, the

Monarcas, crushed the oppo-

sition and finished in first

place with a 7-2-1 record.

They are now moving up to

division one. 

Juan Henriquez in particular

led the team by showing great

diversity on the field. He was

able to play any position, and

greatly contributed to the

team’s success.
The under-11-year-old boys

team, the Jaguars, also won
their division and are moving
from class three, division two,
to class three, division one. In
district cup, the Jaguars also
won first place, defeating
many class one teams. MVP
for the Jaguars was Jorge
Lopez for showing tremen-
dous scoring ability.

Please email any questions,
comments, or stories to
ipekary1@gmail.com 

Are you a self starter?

Are you interested in work-
ing with people?

Are you interested in
sales?

If you’ve answered yes to
the above three questions,

then consider being an 

EPA Today Sales

Associate

Get more information, call 

(650)327-5846, ext. 311

Creating history continued from page 1

Local community sports       continued from page 12

D.C.  The train’s only other
stop would be in Chicago.
Hours later, on January 17,
the train Jackson was on
arrived at Union Station in the
Nation’s Capital.

Once in Washington,
Jackson commuted each day
by Greyhound bus to Virginia
where she was staying. Given
the millions of others staying
in Washington for the inaugu-
ral festivities, she could not
find an available room in the
city. On one of her commutes,
Jackson met an ABC TV
reporter, who was interview-
ing travelers at the bus sta-
tion. She told him about the
cloth she had and the signa-
tures that she was collecting. 

She had even collected sig-

natures from her bus mates,
one of whom came from
Minnesota (Jackson’s televi-
sion interview on ABC can be
seen at the East Palo Alto
Today website. To see the
interview, go to www.epato-
day.org. and scroll down the
“Headline News” column on
the right side of the page to
the story titled East Palo Alto
Resident Interviewed on
National Television News
Show - Witnessing History.).

During her four days in
Washington, Jackson took her
cloth to every inaugural event
she could attend. It went with
her to the Lincoln Memorial
Concert, to the Community
Service event, to the Vice
Presidential Ball and, even to

the inauguration, itself.
She said whenever and

wherever she laid the cloth
out, “people lined up to sign
it.” Even she was surprised by
the response her cloth
received.

From the time she started
her trip to the time she left
Washington, four days after
her arrival there, Jackson col-
lected more than 400 signa-
tures and comments from
those she met along the way. 

Jackson’s Expression Cloth
holds the signatures and com-
ments from people who came
not just from America and
such states as Georgia, New
York, Minnesota, and Virginia,
but her cloth contains the
comments from international

travelers from such countries
as Kenya, Canada, Japan
and France.

When one views Jackson’s
Expression Cloth, one can
see various types of handwrit-
ing in different colors and in
different sizes, randomly
placed all over the cloth’s
entire surface. 

Jackson said, “The com-
ments on the cloth came from
signers of all ages, starting as
young as nine years old, and
people of all races.” The
Expression Cloth even has
statements from elected offi-
cials like the mayor of
Redondo Beach, CA.

It is hard to look at
Jackson’s Expression Cloth
and not be impressed by what

one sees. She plans to
enhance it and when it is com-
plete, she plans to make it into
a quilt.

While Jackson started out to
get a simple souvenir of the
inaugural ceremony to bring
back to her home in East Palo
Alto, what she obtained may
well become a piece of histo-
ry itself.   
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Community Calendar

Is BUSINESS
getting you

CALL

Renaissance/Start Up today! 

(650) 321-2193 
Whether you’ve been in business 

6 weeks, 6 months, or 6 years, 

a FREE business consultation 

can help YOU increase sales, 

cut costs, and survive the crunch. 

What are you waiting for?
Renaissance/Start Up is a nonprofit organization that 
provides training and support for local businesses.

DOWN?CALL

reads and writes her way into
accepting responsibility for a
terrible crime that she has com-
mitted. Books can make you
better. Obama knows this and
will perhaps help lead the
nation back to literacy. By
choosing Elizabeth Alexander
as his inaugural poet, he's off to
a good start.

Ishmael Reed, who lives in
Oakland, is the author, most
recently, of "Mixing It Up:
Taking on the Media Bullies
and Other Reflections" (Da
Capo Press). He received the
2008 blues songwriter of the
year award from the West
Coast Blues Hall of Fame for
his song "The Prophet of

D o o m , " r e c o r d e d b y
Cassandra Wilson. E-mail him
at books@sfchronicle.com  
Editor’s note: This article orig-

inally appeared in the San
Francisco Chronicle on
January 16, 2009 and is here
reprinted in East Palo Alto
Today with the permission of
the San Francisco Chronicle.

Hail to the reader in chief        continued from page 7

March 7, 2009

"Black Church Week of
Prayer for the Healing of
HIV/AIDS."
This event will take place at
the Open Door Church of
God in Christ, 1108 O'Connor
St. in East Palo Alto.

The program format will
consist of prayer, a presenta-
tion from the Health Depart-
ment of San Mateo, and then
testing will be available for all
who are interested.

Contact Marcus D. Turner
(650) 888-7843 or email 
Bromm546@aol.com

March Beat Meetings

Beat One Meeting
Date:Monday,March 16, 2009

Time: 6pm -7:30pm
Location: Community Room
at City Hall (2415 University
Avenue, EPA, CA 94303)

Beat Two Meeting
Date:Thursday,March 5, 2009 
Time: 6:30pm - 8pm
Location: Ecumenical Hunger
Program (2411 Pulgas
Avenue, EPA, CA 94303)

Beat Three Meeting
Date: Thurs., March 12, 2009
Time: 6:30pm - 8pm
Location: Palo Mobile
Estates (1885 East Bayshore
Road, EPA, CA 94303)

Beat Four Meeting to be
announced

Saturday, March 14, 2009

Amnesty International Art
Exhibit Opening Night
Celebration: 6:00 to 9:00 pm.
“1 in 3" Art Exhibit - in honor
of the one in every three
women who is subjected to
violence during her lifetime

Tickets at the door. Minimum
$10 donation 
Contact Information: Taraneh
Roosta (408) 243-2222

Friday, March 27th, @ 8:00

PM 

Marcus Shelby Jazz Quartet,
featuring the dynamic Miss
Faye Carol will hold a benefit
Jazz concert to support the
work of the East Palo Alto
Teen Home.

Tickets to this fundraising
event are on sale now.

Location: The Eastside
Performing Arts Center,
1041 Myrtle Street, 
East Palo Alto, CA
For more information email
kchache@jobtrainworks.org
or call (650) 330-6451.

Save the Date:

May 18 to August 10, 2009

12 week exercise program
If you a recent cancer sur-

vivor or patient or if you know
someone who is, there is a
FREE program to assist you.  

Classes are held on Mon.
and Wed. at 10:30 to 11:46
a,m. at the East Palo Alto
YMCA - 550 Bell Street 

Advance registration is
required. Class size is limited.
and the sessions are free  at
the East Palo Alto YMCA on
550 Bell Street. 

Call Joyce Hanna at
(650)725-5014 or send an
email to joycehanna@stan-
ford.edu to register and get
more information.  

It’s a 12 week
Stanford/YMCA program,
called Living Strong Living
Well,  designed to get you
stronger and fitter and feeling
more energetic. 

Rummage Sale
March 7th  9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

St. Andrew's United
Methodist Church

4111 Alma St.  Palo Alto

Bernardo Huerta, Arnold Hardt, Henrietta J. Burroughs and Charles Ivan King.

Some people argue that cities should create emergency preparedness programs
that provide water evacuation as an option for area residents. On this edition of
Talking with Henrietta, Bernardo Huerta, Arnold Hardt, Henrietta J. Burroughs, and
Charles Ivan King discuss the pros and cons of such a plan.This show can be seen
on Channel 27 on the Midpeninsula from Sunday, March 1, 2009 through Friday,
March 13, 2009. This show can also be seen on Sundays@5 p.m., Tuesdays@8
p.m., Wednesdays@3 a.m. and 11 a.m., Thursdays@8 p.m. and Fridays@3 a.m.
and 11 a.m. It can also be seen on the web at the above days and times at
www.midpenmedia.org/. 

Talking with Henrietta

Local TV  coverage

Emergency Escape by Water

Commercial and Residential 

Permit Expeditor & Outreach Services

Please Contact

Patrick Brock 

of

BROCK & COMPANY

2111B University Avenue

East Palo Alto, CA  94303

650-799-8563 cell

650-326-9972 fax
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Summer Pipe Rehabilitation Project Finished!

This August, the East Palo Alto Sanitary District (EPASD), completed their
summer Cured-in-Place Pipe Rehabilitation project at Poplar Avenue,
Runnymede Street, O’Connor Street, and Woodland Avenue.

The project was constructed by J.F. Pacific Liners, Inc. at an estimated
cost of $409,874. to EPASD.

“A lot of these pipes are just old [which causes them to deteriorate],” said
Lee Hawkins, EPASD General Manager. “And, since this is California, the
ground is always moving around and shifting and that will cause some of the
sewer pipes to crack. We basically have a project like this every year.”

The rehabilitation of sewer pipes helps the Sanitary District reduce the cost
of sewage treatment. Waste water from East Palo Alto Sanitary District is sent
to the Regional Water Quality Control Plant and treated before it can be
released into the Bay or reused in irrigation projects.

“The problem is when pipes get old, groundwater or creek water infiltrate
the pipes and then water that doesn’t need to be treated is sent to the treat-
ment plant,” said Hawkins.

The customers of EPASD have to pay for the waste water treatment and it
costs about $1.5 million a year to “clean” the sewer water produced by the
Sanitary District. According to District Engineer Rich Laureta, if all of the old
and cracked pipes in EPASD were to be fixed, the EPASD could shave off
about 10% from its annual water treatment bill. But this is unlikely to happen
anytime soon.

Hawkins agreed saying that it’s impossible to repair all of the pipes
because “just as you finish fixing one, you find that another one has broken.”
He added that, on average, the EPASD repairs about five sewer mains per
year usually because there are not enough funds to complete larger projects.

However, to ensure that the available financial resources go toward actual-
ly renovating pipes, said Laureta, the EPASD used the “cured-in-place”
method which allows for fixing and replacing pipes without tearing into the
pavement, which would be inconvenient and costly once the cost of repaving
the streets is factored in.

Sewer Service Charges and Changes

In FY 2008-09, the East Palo Alto
Sanitary District will increase the sewer service fee to $415.00 a year per indi-
vidual household. In an apartment building, each individual apartment is an
individual household and residents will be charged accordingly.

For commercial and industrial customers, the fees are determined
based on the volume and pollutant strength of the water being treated.            

The regional treatment plant, located in Palo Alto, treats about 26 mil-
lion gallons of wastewater per day to ensure that water discharged into
the Bay meets with the strict qualifications of the Environmental
Protection Agency.  

Revenues to pay for the needed treatment are collected from resi-
dents and businesses whose properties are connected to the sewer sys-
tem. The charges are placed on the San Mateo Property tax statements,
for purposes of convenience but are not related to the assessed value of
a property. 

The most effective way for commercial and industrial customers to
reduce the charges for sewer treatment is to conserve water. Since
charges are directly tied to volume of water used, installing low-flow toi-
lets and faucets is a great way to reduce your sewer bill.

The EPASD Summer 2008 Internship Program

The summer of 2008, the East Palo Alto Sanitary District was happy to
receive three college interns from East Palo Alto. Mary Latu, James
Edwards, and Natalie Rios were given positions in the District offices
where they worked on a variety of projects with Karen Maxey, Director of
Administrative Services, as well as the rest of the staff members. 

The students were given insight into the kind of work and planning that
goes into various District projects and policies. 

“There’s a lot of stuff that goes on behind closed doors,” said Edwards
who will begin his first year at Foothill College in September. “As far as
grease traps go, there’s a lot of work that goes into the maintenance of
the receptor tanks.”

Students also had a chance to perform office duties and help with
clerical work which, Edwards thinks, is probably the most valuable part
of the internship since it helped him be “consistent everyday” and make
sure that he was getting his work done.

For Mary Latu, who began her first year at Dominican University in
August, the most interesting part of the internship experience was work-
ing with people of EPA. 

“Since we’re all living and working in EPA, we can really connect,” she
said. “It’s a laid back [environment] but it’s really hands on so you learn
stuff here and there.”

“Anybody can benefit,” said Edwards. “They’ll learn a lot of skills that
will help them in the future.” 

The internship program is a collaboration of the EPASD and One
East Palo Alto’s Sponsored Employment Program which provides jobs
and internship opportunities for EPA students every summer. 

Summer job openings are filled in June-July and students are
encouraged to stay through August


