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By Ricki Stevenson

EPA Today’s Correspondent
in Paris

A
quick note to let you
know that Mayor
Willie Brown did

take my Black Paris Tour last
week!  I'm thrilled because he
had a busy schedule for his of-
ficial 75th birthday celebration
that lasted all of four days.

The Mayor and a group of
his friends met me on the
Champs Elysees and we-
walked to the Arc de Triomphe
where I talked about it's con-
nection with Hannibal, the-
great African warrior who
crossed the Alps on elephants.
I spoke of Jean Baptiste
Pointe du Sable, the black
man who founded the city of
Chicago in the 1770s. 

Du Sable was born in Haiti
to an African mother and
French father November 4,
1740.  There is a plaque in his
honor not 200 yards from
where President Obama gave
his victory speech in Grant
Park on November 4, 2008.

I told the story of William
Wells Brown, who escaped
slavery in Kentucky, fled to
Boston and in 1849 was one
of twelve American delegates
(three of them Black), invited
to a Peace Conference in
Paris. William Wells Brown be-
came famous for the joy he ex-
perienced and wrote about,
being a free man in
Paris.....able to enter muse-

ums, eat in restaurants, attend
church services, go to the
opera (where he ran into
Alexandre Dumas).

When he climbed to the top
of the Arc de Triomphe he
said, "My God, my people are
still in chains and here in
Paris, I can go where I want
and do what I desire."   

The Mayor got a kick out of
the fact his name was also
Brown.  I also told the story of
the 350,000 African Americans
who fought in World War
I....many of them in France...
and how Black soldiers like the
369th Harlem Hellfighters won
the undying respect of the
French for their bravery on the
battlefield.

The Mayor could not stay
with us for the entire tour, but
he got very quiet as I spoke
and his eyes lit up.  He said he
was surprised and impressed
with the history and urged me
to create a DVD of my tour. 

A number of folks in his
group signed up to take my
tour during the week.  That
was a big help, given the seri-

ous decline in tourism due to
the economy.  I thank Mayor
Brown for his support...for get-
ting up early to hang out with
us.

I was invited to the Mayor's
Friday evening black-tie cock-
tail reception at Hotel de Ville
(the Paris City Hall) hosted by
Paris Mayor Delanoe.  Author
Barbara Chase-Riboud came
as my guest and presented
Mayor Brown with a signed,
first edition copy of her 1979
blockbuster novel, "Sally Hem-
ings"...the story of Thomas
Jefferson and his slave Sally
Hemings; how they came to-
gether in Paris in 1787, con-
summating their 38 year
relationship and conceiving
the first of their seven children.
Barbara is one of the few
African American expatriates
who has lived and worked in
Paris since the 1960s.

There's one other amazing
story that came out of this.
One of the people in from CA
to celebrate Mayor Brown's
birthday was Ernest (Ernie)
Bates, retired neurosurgeon

and now co-owner of Bates
Creek Vineyard in Napa. 

Turns out Dr. Bates trained
the doctor who performed
brain surgery on me at Stan-
ford in 2006! 

Dr. Griffith Harsh studied
under Dr. Bates at UCSF be-
fore going to Stanford!  By the
way: Dr. Harsh is married to
Meg Whitman, former EBay
CEO who recently announced
she will run for Governor of
California!  The world is so
small!!!  

Ricki Stevenson is a
Stanford trained historian and
former television and radio
newscaster. She founded
Black Paris Tours in 1998,
shortly after moving to Paris.
Stevenson dreamed of life in
Paris from the time her
mother, Joanne Stevenson, a
former dancer, began telling
stories of African American
writers, artists and entertainers
who flocked to Paris from the
1920s, earning fame and es-
caping intolerable racism in
America.  Along the way, they 

joined the long list of the
world's most famous Black ex-
patriates and visitors, among
them: Frederick Douglass,
Henry O. Tanner, Mary Church
Terrell, W.E.B. Dubois, Ida B.
Wells, Booker T. Washington,
Carter G. Woodson, Eugene
Bullard, Bessie Coleman, Ada
'Bricktop" Smith, Paul Robe-
son, Lois Mailou Jones,
Richard Wright, Josephine
Baker, James Baldwin and
Barbara Chase Riboud.  

Stevenson's day-long tour
focuses on the hang outs,
haunts and places made fa-
mous by these greats.  It's this
little known gift of historic
place and pride she plans to
give Mayor Brown and his
travel companions, among
them KRON Anchorwoman,
Pam Moore.Stevenson said
“My guests are surprised by
the rich legacy of African
American history in Paris...
shocked by how much African
Americans have contributed to
French culture." 
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Lifecycles
Da Mayor attends Black Paris Tour
San Francisco Mayor Willie Brown visited Paris last month to celebrate his 75th birthday. One of the things the mayor and his friends did was to explore the history of Black Ameri-
cans in the City of Light with Ricki Stevenson, who was born in Oakland and raised in East Palo Alto. Stevenson founded a tour company in Paris France called Black Paris Tours.
Below is her report about the day long tour she gave to Mayor Brown and his entourage.

The East Palo Alto Today newspaper is published by the East Palo Alto Center for Community Media, a nonprofit agency that was formed in January 2003 to create media
outlets in East Palo Alto and provide the type of positive, relevant information about the community that is not easily found elsewhere. If you like what you see in East Palo
Alto Today, then we ask that you enable us to serve the community better. You can do this by completing the partnership card below and mailing it with your tax deductible
donation which will go directly to the center’s media efforts. You can read more about the East Palo Alto Center for Community Media online at www.epamedia.org. You can
also donate to the center at the EPA Today and the EPA Media websites. Please contact us if you have any questions. We look forward to hearing from you.

Pam Moore, Ricki Stevenson, Barbara Chase-Riboud and  Laura
Rose are shown at the Paris City Hall during the reception in honor of

Mayor Willie Brown's 75th birthday on March 20, 2009.

Pam Moore, Ricki Stevenson,Mayor Willie Brown and  Dr.
Ernest Bates, retired UCSF neurosurgeon and  co-owner of
Bates Creek Vineyards, Napa.

Paris Mayor Delanoe presents gift to
Mayor Brown at glittering reception
at Hotel de Ville, the Paris City Hall.
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the Palo Alto Baylands Nature
Preserve, located within the
City of East Palo Alto, but
owned by the City of Palo Alto.    

Thus, Cooley Landing is nes-
tled in the middle of a rich nat-
ural wetland preserve with a
very unique, delicate and ex-
traordinary flora and fauna,
harboring a great variety of
species, including some en-
dangered species such as the
California clapper rail and the
salt marsh harvest mouse. 

As a result of its proximity to
the Bay, location, at its past
history as the south county
dump, Cooley Landing falls
within the regulatory authority
of many organizations, among
them, the Army Corp of Engi-
neers, the Bay Conservation
and Development Commis-
sion, the US Department of
Fish and Game, the State De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife,

the Regional Water Quality
Control Board, the Department
of Toxic Substances Control,
the San Mateo County Health
Department, the City of Menlo
Park, the City of Palo Alto, and
the US Environmental Protec-
tion Agency.

City plans for Cooley 

Landing

A community process initiated
was completed the first quarter of
2005, which identified preferred
uses for the site and developed
a conceptual scheme of potential
uses, which included uses such
as a fishing pier, an outdoor am-
phitheater, interpretive exhibits,
viewing platforms, picnic area,
and gravel trails skirting the over-
all site and leading to the different
activity and viewing areas. 
The conceptual drawings were

the direct result of several com-
munity meetings held at the di-

rection of Council. The outcome
of the process was a conceptual
site plan with low intensity uses
oriented to keep the beauty of the
natural environment while provid-
ing access to the site, promoting
stewardship of the rich and deli-
cate bay ecosystem.

Most recently, the city’s mayor
nominated and Council member
Peter Evans accepted to lead the
charge to revisit and reengage
the community in discussions re-
garding the future of Cooley

Landing. Two community meet-
ings have been held, one on
March 2, and another one on
March 16 to provide community
members background informa-
tion about Cooley Landing.
There were three site visits to
Cooley Landing, Monday March
23 at 7 a.m., Saturday March 28
at 9 p.m., and Sunday April 5 at
4 p.m.

The purpose of the visits was
to experience, better understand,
and absorb the beauty and natu-
ral environment of the site to en-
able citizens to constructively
engage in discussions about the
future of the area. The group
convened at the dates and times
described above at the parking
lot located at the eastern end of
Bay Road.

Council member Evans an-
nounced a second community
meeting that was scheduled for
April 6, at 6 p.m. at City Hall. If

you are interested in working to
bring Cooley Landing to its full
potential, plan to attend these
and future meetings as collec-
tively the community can shape
the vision for Cooley Landing.   

To further support these efforts,
the City Council authorized the
hiring of a full time project man-
ager, last year, who will start
working full time on this effort
around May or June of 2009.
Cooley Landing is a diamond in
the rough that will shine its bril-
liance as the community en-
gages all interested stakeholders
in developing a feasible imple-
mentation plan that will include
specific land uses and a solid op-
erational program in the months
ahead.

Carlos Martinez is the Eco-
nomic Development & Redevel-
opment Director for the City of
East Palo Alto.

Cooley Landing                   continued from 4

By Nozipo Wobogo

EPA Today Contributor

I attended a meeting on
March 10 that was convened
by Police Chief Ron Davis to
update East Palo Alto resi-
dents on the progress made in
the investigation of the Taliban
gang. Flanked by Captains
Carl Estelle and John
Chalmers, the chief reported
to the audience that both the
East Palo Alto and Menlo Park
Police Departments as well as
the 500 FBI agents from 20
cities were involved in an op-
eration that was the culmina-
tion of an 18 month
investigation that spanned the
San Francisco Bay Area. 30
warrants were executed and
42 arrests were made. The
chief stated this was the
biggest operation he has ever
seen. This gang was allegedly
involved in crimes like
weapons violations, narcotics,
burglary, extortion, violence
and conspiracy. 

The word used by Chief
Davis in reference to what law
enforcement was able to ac-
complish against the Taliban
gang was “dismantled” and he
and the EPAPD have set a
goal to dismantle any gang
that he discovers operating
within its jurisdiction however
difficult that may prove to be. It
was with some pride on the
part of these EPAPD leaders
that they produced charts
showing positive progress in
their efforts to reduce crime in
East Palo Alto. It wasn’t long
however, before Chief Davis
found himself on the “hot seat”
and here’s why. 

In the course of the meet-
ing I discovered that there
were several groups of resi-
dents represented depending 

on one’s point of view. Most
attendees would find them-
selves in more than one of
these categories.

1) Those who have a rela-
tionship with one or more of
those arrested in the operation

2) Those who have a rela-
tionship with a direct victim of
violence

3) Advocates for commu-
nity policing / watchdogs who
are mistrustful of the “Prison
Industrial Complex” as

it has historically dealt with
blacks and other people of
color.  

4) Residents of neighbor-
hoods where the presence of
a gang or other criminal ele-
ment is particularly strong

5) Those who work with po-
tential / actual members of
gangs with the purpose of
turning them toward more         
productive pursuits and away
from street violence, drug
dealing and other criminal be-
havior

6) Advocates for more ef-
fective parenting and greater
support from community gov-
ernmental institutions for
more youth programs.

Members of every single
one of these groups spoke
out, many of them quite vocif-
erously. If we examine each
group separately, some of
these reasons will reveal

themselves.
1) Those who have a rela-

tionship with one or more of
those arrested in the operation

One of the comments
made by the Chief Davis
piqued my interest because it
was so true. He said in
essence that every one of the
males arrested are someone’s
brother, cousin, grandson,
buddy, husband, boyfriend, fa-
ther and so on down the line.
Therein lies the tragedy of it
all. The extended family of any
person who is arrested and /
or found guilty of criminal ac-
tivity is affected. I heard more
that one person say “My son is
not Taliban” or in general “not
a member of a gang”. Well
let’s see, if this statement is
true and since being a part of
a criminal gang is against the
law, that charge could hope-
fully get dropped. The ques-
tion remaining is this: Was
“your loved one” doing any-
thing at all on the list of crimes
for which these suspects were
taken or is he just an innocent
party that got caught up in the
melee? Chief Davis passed
around a handout to those
present and it specifically de-
fines a “Criminal Street Gang”.
I’ve never seen the information
before but I read it and it is
pretty clear. He also indicated
that there were no purely “guilt
by association” arrests, that all
of the detainees had engaged
in criminal acts. Skeptics will
just have wait and see what
shakes out. However, believe
me when I say that I am terri-
bly sympathetic to any black or
other person of color who is
taken into custody for one
crime and then finds their list
of offenses growing such that
the potential sentence is in-
creased astronomically. I re-
cently have been disturbed by

just such a case. 
A young man I know admit-

ted to having consensual sex
with a 14 year old girl. This is
statutory rape, no doubt about
it and he deserves to face in-
carceration. This offense car-
ries a sentence of 5+ years I
have been told. The problem
is that based on the girl’s story
and resultant police charges,
the sentence handed out by
the judge came to about four
lifetimes. How is it that the
host of gross inconsistencies
in the girl’s story found by in-
vestigators played no part in
the final outcome? (This would
seem to be important in cases
where it’s one person’s word
against another.) Any and all
mitigating evidence (and there
was mitigating evidence) on
the side of the defense obvi-
ously meant nothing for com-
plex reasons too numerous to
go into here. Suffice it to say
that it is extremely important
for families of those arrested to
be concerned about and mon-
itor deserved and undeserved
charges.

2) Those who have a rela-
tionship with a direct victim of
violence.

Murder is the most horren-
dous offense, as the taking of
a human life in any way shape
or form tears at the fabric of
civil society. It is said, that
some of those who are griev-
ing murdered loved ones also
know who killed them but don’t
have enough proof for them to
be charged with the crime. It
must be very difficult to realize
that there are community
members who have the facts
to support murder charges
against a particular killer but
will not “make the call”.

I heard one relative of a
murder victim say (and I’m
paraphrasing) “What good

does it do for law enforcement
to sweep up the Taliban Gang
when the person who killed my
loved one is still running
around free?” This group
would like to see more mur-
ders solved by the EPAPD.
Understandable. On the other
hand, the question of “What
good does it do…?” still stands
and here are two of many pos-
sible answers. I’m sure there
are instances where a gang
sweep can cough up a mur-
derer or perpetrators of other
unsolved crimes. Plus the pub-
lic dismantling of a gang sends
a message to youth some of
whom might be aspiring to
gang membership which typi-
cally leads to street crime both
non-violent and violent. 

Once narcotics and
weapons on a large scale in-
fected our community and
gangs became the dominant
criminal operational model,
(for controlling markets, turf,
providing protection, instilling a
strong sense of pride in one’s
invincibility, fostering familistic
relationships missing in their
home lives etc.) a portion of
the crime we experience is
going to be gang-related in-
cluding murder. Also there are
the consumers of the prod-
ucts, drugs and stolen goods
are just two. These buyers
need money to indulge so if
they are poor (the wealthy are
the biggest drug consumers
by far) they steal to satisfy
their need for these goods
thus expanding the circle of
victimization. Our families and
neighborhoods are suffering
from these residual criminal
acts so anytime law enforce-
ment can put a glitch in a given
type of criminal enterprise, if
done properly, it’s a good
thing.

Learning about the Taliban Gang Investigation

Photo by Henrietta J. Burroughs
Capt. Carl Estelle, Mayor Ruben
Abrica, Chief Rod Davis and
Capt. John Chalmers at a com-
munity meeting in December
2008

Photo courtesy Henrietta J. Burroughs

Betsy Yanez, East Palo Alto City Man-
ager, Alvin James, Congresswoman
Anna Eshoo and former Mayor Pat
Foster stand at Cooley Landing.

continued on page 12
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Mock hearing                                          continued from page 2

they had the principal of the
school as a witness played by
Leeor Netta. 

The advocates for the com-
munity made a strong argu-
ment made by Lejon Harris
that the respondent should be
sentenced to 300 hours of
community service and serve
on 5 juries. 

On the other side, the re-
spondent and the advocates
presented their case. The re-
spondent admitted that the
marijuana joint was hers and
that she had some family
problems. Melissa Rodgers
and Tilyra Vauss were the ad-
vocates for the respondent.

They both made strong argu-
ments to the jury that she
wouldn’t do it again. 

Judge Cordell  told the jury
to deliberate until it had a ver-
dict. She told the jury to take
both sides into consideration.
The balliff guided the jurors to
the deliberation room as the
rest of the court room waited. 

Judge Cordell asked that
everyone "step out of charac-
ter" for a moment so she could
talk about all of the partici-
pants involved in the court.
She pointed out that  Sanft
and  Harris, the community ad-
vocates were well dressed
and both projected the com-

munity side well. 
She also took time to point

out that Rodgers and  Vauss,
the advocates for the respon-
dent,  both acted. She com-
mended Vauss for her sultry
voice. The jurors came back
with the verdict that the defen-
dant would volunteer 140
hours to community service,
serve on three juries and at-
tend family counseling.

There were no stars in this
hearing because the star was
the East Palo Alto Youth Court
program. After months of
preparation, it was a day for all
of the participants  to play their
roles. It was a day to show the

East Palo Alto community
what a fair hearing was all
about. 

The different scenarios
used during the mock hearing
also helped to make it real, for
example, there was the testi-
mony that the defendant’s par-
ents were going through a
divorce, which caused the re-
spondent to distrust  people
and turn to drugs as an outlet. 

The youth court gave a re-
alistic view of  what actually
happens in a court of law. For
example, one of the principals
spoke of the seriousness of
drug use and alcohol con-
sumption on  school cam-

puses.  
It was easy  to forget that

the participants were youth,
since they acted like profes-
sionals and they were well
grounded in court room eti-
quette.  Held in conjunction
with the East Palo Alto Police
Department, the youth court
gives an alternative to  throw-
ing youth in jail. 

Most exciting is the possib-
lity that one or more of the
youthful participants might be-
come a lawyer or a judge for
real. 

For more information about
the East Palo Alto Youth Court
visit the group’s on the web at

http://www.epayouthcourt.org
/
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That being said, there was
an attendee who spoke up
about his home being broken
into by mistake during this op-
eration. This could have been
worse than it was. What if the
occupants had grabbed
weapons thinking that it was a
criminal home invasion? Do
we want to think about that
what might have happened?
On the other hand, another
resident spoke out about the
many raids he had witnessed
and commented that this was
the most “intelligent” one he
has ever experienced. After all
is said and done, when law en-
forcement takes this type of
action, the risks can be high if
care is not taken. Is commu-
nity policing the way to go? I
believe it is. Any focus or pro-
gram will take time, however.
These issues are genera-
tional. Some of my peers were
involved in street crime, now
their children and grandchil-
dren (The causes for this are
part of another discussion) are
so this problem is not going to
go away over night. 

3) Advocates for commu-
nity policing and watchdogs
who are mistrustful of the po-
lice departments as part of the
“Prison Industrial Complex” as
it has historically dealt with
blacks and other people of
color. 

A representative from this
group started out the meeting
with a bang by initiating a
heated discussion with Chief
Davis on the issue of commu-
nity policing, complaining that
not enough is being done. 

Community Policing accord-
ing to most sources is a col-
laboration between the police
and the community to help
solve problems, build better
relationships with the commu-
nity and enhance the safety
and quality of neighborhoods
thereby lessening incidences
of crime and reducing the
need for the more aggressive
police strategies.  The chief
explained that EPAPD has
been working along side
other trusted community insti-
tutions to implement  ele-
ments of the community
policing effort and has
brought in millions of dollars
in grant money to be used for
this purpose. Because of this
work, explained Chief Davis,
the “EPAPD is now the most
progressive police depart-
ment in the state”. The at-
tendee lodging the complaint
commented that not enough
of the money is going toward
younger children for preven-
tion as much of it goes to-
wards parolees to help put
brakes on recidivism by pro-
viding programs that will give
them the tools required for re-
joining society as contributing
members. The chief admitted

that there is still a lot of work
that needs to be done in the
critical area of getting more
resources for children so he
and the speaker vowed to
continue their dialog. I’m glad
because community policing
is an effective and necessary
tool to stabilize our neighbor-
hoods and begin lowering the
numbers of our loved ones
being captured by the crimi-
nal justice system, becoming
victims of deadly violence or
other crimes. 

4) Residents of neighbor-
hoods where the presence of
a gang or other criminal ele-
ment is particularly strong

These are neighborhoods
that are constantly subjected
to gunfire, drug dealing, theft,
vandalism, intimidation and
the like. Residents report what
they see to police but this is
difficult because it is easy to
get rid of evidence. In addition,
criminals can’t operate without
support from family, friends
and residents fearful of retali-
ation who “don’t make the call”
so all that can be done by
those who are willing report
these criminals is to remain
vigilant. Those in this group
wish somehow enough evi-
dence could be gathered for a
sweep down their block or
through the neighborhood.
This was the situation for
those living on the same block
with the notorious Sac Street
Gang whose effectiveness in
that area has been greatly re-
duced by neighborhood vigi-
lance and law enforcement
action. Critics of the effort

would say that all the opera-
tion did was to cause the gang
members to scatter. Tell that to
the neighbors on Sacramento
Street who were not afraid to
fight back. I say, and I think
some of them might agree that
part of this game involves
making things difficult for
those that would terrorize a
neighborhood or community.
For criminals to seek the path
of least resistance is nothing
new and it forces each neigh-
borhood to watch, look, listen
and resist their presence by
not being afraid to “make the
call”. Representatives from
this group applauded the ef-
forts of the EPAPD. 

5) Those who work with po-
tential / actual members of
gangs with the purpose of
turning them toward more pro-
ductive pursuits and away
from street violence, drug
dealing and other criminal be-
havior.

I watched as representa-
tives of this group came in and
I sensed that they were none
too thrilled and I have an idea
why. First many of those that
were arrested are similar to
some of the youth they are try-
ing to help and might be ac-
quainted with those who are
related to the detainees or the
detainees themselves. There
tends to be an adversarial re-
lationship between law en-
forcement and youth of color
and their advocates are in
sympathy with this because
some of them were at one time
street criminals and / or caught
in the criminal justice system.

They might even be thinking
that some of the arrests were
unjustified. 

There was another point of
view from this group that says
that not everyone that was
picked up was a Taliban gang
member but just a non-violent
drug dealer. No users or sup-
pliers were picked up yet with
the huge show of force, you
would have thought that there
was a chance of getting a sup-
plier or two. 

There was also a concern
about media representation of
some charges and the dis-
crepancy with the charges ac-
tually filed in the court.
According to some in this
group, It raises the question of
whether this will make it diffi-
cult for the arrested individuals
to get a fair trial with opinions
already formed in the minds of
the general populace. 

In my opinion, street drug
dealers are a scourge on this
community and have been for
a very long time. Children
have to pass them on the way
to school, and as a black
woman seeing black men that
could be my sons, some of
whom lost / quit their regular
jobs to sell this poison just
tears my heart out because
they have chosen to make
their living by destroying the
village that raised them. 

So the work of these advo-
cates is extremely valuable
because they’ve been there
and can “relate”. This en-
deavor is an important part of

stage for “Exodus” in East
Palo Alto. In a third, but not as
noticeable, transportation dis-
appointment, many white peo-
ple began moving  out of the 
city and Ravenswood High
School began a program of
school bussing which ulti-
mately became a one way trip.
R avenswood  attendance
boundaries were set by the
freeway, which created a
largely African American pop-
ulated high school, and in the
days of desegregation, this
could not stand.  

The program of bussing
was intended to bring students
of differing races into East
Palo Alto but the plans ulti-
mate effect had Black
Ravenswood students looking
through the rear view mirror for
the last time at their high
school. East Palo Alto’s cur-
rent commercial hub with
Home Depot, Best Buy, Star-
bucks,  and the recent addi-
tions of Sports Authority and
Nordstrom’s Rack sit on the
site of the former Ravenswood
High School. 

As we come forward into
the future of transportation in
East Palo Alto and the San

Francisco Bay area cities on
the Peninsula, an argument
can be made that Dumbarton
Bridge with it increasing traffic
through the heart of East Palo
Alto on University Avenue and
neighboring Menlo Park, is the
fourth major transportation dis-
appointment for the city. High-
way 84 and the Dumbarton
Bridge were intended as a
shortcut to the East Bay for
San Mateo and Santa Clara
County residents. Current
trends, however, indicate a
profound use of the bridge is
to host a growing movement of
people across the structure in
search of more affordable
housing and the hope of em-
ployment without a commute
to the Peninsula.  

Cities can learn from

East Palo Alto.

It is here that East Palo Alto
can begin to take control of
transportation and work with
neighboring cities to make it a
positive aspect for the city in-
stead of a continual slide down
the rung of cities on the penin-
sula.  Other cities can learn
from the lessons East Palo
Alto teaches. This city is now

a witness to the ongoing de-
bate about high speed rail and
the potentially devastating ef-
fect it will have on the cities
along the corridor from San
Jose to San Francisco. High
speed rail can be just as dev-
astating to Peninisula cities as
the Bayshore Freeway was to
East Palo Alto.

Not long ago, there was
talk of routing the Bayshore
freeway around East Palo and
along the Bay [Diana Dia-
mond, “Run Train Along the
Bay,” DAILY POST]. This idea,
however, will probably prove
too expensive and the plan will
revert back to splitting penin-
sula cities in half. It seems the
ultimate and best solution for
the high speed rail is to end its
rail head in San Jose, as a for-
mer Palo Alto City Councilman
suggested,  or in Mountain

View, where Moffett Field
could serve a greater purpose
should voters ever decide to
bring it on line as a regional
airport.  Such measures would
spare Palo Alto, Atherton, and
Menlo Park the anguish of
having their communities split
,with some living, perhaps, on
the wrong side of the tracks.   

As for East Palo Alto’s
transportation future, it may be
time now  to follow Alviso’s
lead and  make a hasty return
to the water from which these
cities  sprang. Cities South of
Dumbarton Bridge Area
(SODBA) were long ago water
transit hubs and historically
have been prone to flooding..
Projections by the Bay Con-
servation Development Com-
mission (BCDC) state flooding
conditions in the South Bay
are expected to become
worse in the next 50 years. .
East Palo Alto, like
Alviso, Menlo Park,Milpitas,
Mountain View/Moffett Field,
Hayward, and Fremont will
serve themselves greatly by
focusing on an amphibious
water transit system with ulti-
mate connection to the new
Redwood City Ferry.

An amphibious water tran-
sit system for cities south of
Dumbarton Bridge will offer
the “greenest” solution for this
environmentally sensitive
area, and the best connection
to Moffett Field during emer-
gencies or during  a disaster. .
.A water transit system for
emergency services and lim-
ited commute options can be a
critical advantage for SODBA
and such a system will cost
much less than a upgrade to
the hazard prone road or rail
infrastructure used to connect
these cities. . In this way, East
Palo Alto can find a rebirth
among peninsula cities and
help to usher in a new era of
transportation with  a return to
the water from which she was
born.

Charles Ivan King is a
Public Works and Transporta-
tion Commissioner, in East
Palo Alto and a retired Civil Af-
fairs/PSYOP officer in the
Army Reserve where he
served as a platoon leader
and acting commander of the
481st Heavy Boat Company at
Mare Island, California.

Water transportation               t                   continued from page 7

Learning about the Taliban Gang continued from page 10

Photo by Henrietta J. Burroughs

Cooley Landing

Photo by Henrietta J. Burroughs

Audience at a prior “Chat with
the Chief” community meeting.

continued on page 13
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any activity in the community
geared to keep or return youth
to the proper level of health,
safety and productivity

6) Advocates for more ef-
fective parenting and greater
support from community gov-
ernmental institutions for more
youth programs.

Representative of this
group spoke up about parent-
ing being the most important
way to guide children on their
way to a healthy adulthood.
Two strong statements were
made extending this idea.

One father who was pres-
ent commented that law en-
forcement has a job to do but
are not in children’s homes. In
the home it is the parents re-
sponsibility to love them, en-
courage their endeavors,
make sure they fulfill obliga-
tions to school and other ex-
ternal necessities and provide
for their health, safety and
well-being. 

Another mentioned that he
had worked with youth just
about his whole adult life and

in one of the programs he con-
ducted for many years, never
once had even one parent
show up to support their child.
I heard a person comment on
another effort to help young
people, saying that sometimes
as many as 70 kids show up
on Saturdays to this program
with only her and 4 other
adults to work with them. 

We have to remember that
among those arrested in this
latest law enforcement opera-
tion there some were still in
their teens and other who
were barely out of them.
Those 5 adults would like to
prevent these types of scenar-
ios but they need help. Par-
ents, other adult family
members, where are you?

On another very sad note,
it is common knowledge that
drug money is also sometimes
spent on the dealer’s family
and that they may sometimes
come to depend on these ill-
gotten gains. 

Let me just say that in my
view, this amounts to a total

The Modello Story - building a new community
By Ami Chen Mills-Naim

EPA Today Contributor

In the late 1980’s, a blonde
and silver-haired, long-
toothed, pale white man who
looked a little like Santa Claus
strolled into one of the “worst”
public housing projects in the
state of Florida, grinning.

Drug dealers stood sentinel
at every entrance. Gun shots
rang out on a weekly, even
nightly basis. The kids in the
project ran amok, not even
thinking about going to school.
Single mothers stayed shut up

in their apart-
ments, smoking
crack or drinking
too much and
trying the best
they could to
take care of their
many kids, and
g r a n d k i d s .
Women were getting beat up
by their men, believing this to
be a show of love.

The white-haired man who
wore suspenders had a simple
message, and a lot of faith. He
believed that everyone in that
project could live a better life.

He believed that every-
one had self-esteem
and the capacity for
healthy living inside of
them. He believed that
every kid had good-
ness and innocence
within them, even if
they did bad things.

He walked in with all these
assumptions about human be-
ings. But there was one
thing he did not bring with
him: judgment.

Residents there and
agency staff who worked with
tenants thought he was crazy.

They thought his approach to
life was too simple, too posi-
tive, not realistic, and not
going to work in the hard lives
and circumstances Modello
families faced.

Three years of federal and
county grants, parenting
classes, PTA meetings, resi-
dent council meetings, school
and police trainings later,
school truancy was down 80
percent, reports of criminal ac-
tivity were down to zero and
parent-school involvement
was up 500 percent.

From that project came the

book, “Modello: A Story of
Hope for the Inner City and
Beyond,” a National Innovative
Projects Award, and a spot on
the Today Show. More impor-
tantly, from that project came
other projects: in the Bronx, in
Fresno, in Oakland’s Coliseum
and Lockwood Gardens, in
San Jose, in Visitacion Valley,
San Francisco, and now in a 
s t r u g g l i n g neighborhood
called Lakewood, just outside
of Charlotte, NC.

With each of those projects
came documented results:

 OAKWOOD MARKET

Products & Services

Meat, beverages, vegetables, and other groceries. 

Also available Western Union, Orlandi Valuta, 

check cashing and PG&E station.

A picture of the deli counter

2106 Oakwood Drive, East Palo Alto, CA 94303 
Phone: (650)324-1937 

Hours of Operation
Monday - Saturday 8 a.m. - 9 p.m. 

Sunday 8 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Learning about the Taliban Gang  

continued from page 12

negation of decent values and
very little regard for the proper
development of any young
person who along with his
family is a part of such an
arrangement, that of the delib-
erate and collective participa-
tion of parents and their
children in criminal acts. Our
kids learn by example. Need I
say more?

As mothers and fathers we
sometimes have lapses in vig-
ilance regarding our children. I
know, I’ve been there. So have
many of you. But if we don’t
somehow recover and take

our watchfulness to the next
level, it is highly possible that
we will lose them to more un-
savory situations. 

A lot of parents insist that
they don’t have time to partici-
pate in their childrens’ school
and other activities plus there
are many low income families
that must work longer hours to
make ends meet, which can
be difficult. 

All of this is true, however,
if we don’t find the time for our
children we will wind up having
to be on time to a court date
for sentencing. Yes we need

more programs and yes some
of them can supplement our
home training and even fill in
those time slots when we must
temporarily be away from our
youngsters. In these trying
times especially, “It takes a vil-
lage.” But ultimately these chil-
dren are our responsibility
because as parents, we
birthed them.

Nozipo Wobogo is an
East Palo Alto resident who
has been active in community
affairs. She currently serves
on the board of the Commu-
nity Legal Services of EPA. 

Ami Chen Mills-Naim

continued on page 14
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less depression, increased
school attendance, less homi-
cides, less crime, and more
cooperation among neighbors,
even of different ethnicities. In
the most recent such project,
at Lakewood, the crime rate
just dropped to the lowest for
all neighborhoods in greater
Charlotte for December, 2008.

Who was that man? And
what was he teaching that
seemed to help so much?
Could what he taught to fami-
lies, police, teachers and men-
tal health workers help folks in
East Palo Alto? And now that
times are tough, could the sim-
plicity of helping people
change their states of mind still
work?

Dr. Roger Mills, the “crazy”
white man who strolled into
Modello so many years ago, is
my father. He is now 66, and
his work has impacted thou-
sands across the country, and
the world, from all walks of life.
Mills’ work is based on three
simple principles, first “discov-
ered” by Sydney Banks, a
ninth-grade educated welder
in British Columbia, Canada.
As Mr. Banks puts it “those
principles found me.”

Let’s take a look at the
“Three Principles” behind my
father’s work over the last 30
years, and my own work for
the last 15. 

Then, we’ll talk to “the Doc”
about how these formless
“powers” can impact our own
lives—and lead us to hope,

better living, and well-being.
Mind is the energy and in-

telligence of Life. Some would
use the word “God” here and
others would use the word
“nature.” Mind is behind the
changing of the seasons,
every animal, vegetable and
mineral, the incredible har-
mony, chaos and complexity
that is the world, and universe.
Whatever word we use to de-
scribe “Mind” is something we
humans make up, but the en-
ergy of life simply is.

Thought is our capacity as
human beings to generate
ideas, memories, insights, re-
grets, beliefs, assumptions,
fear, anger, negativity, positiv-
ity, creativity, contentment,
hope, love. Thought is the like
the mental water in which we
swim … all of our lives.

Consciousness is our abil-
ity to be aware of reality, as we
know it, including our thoughts.

These three principles, op-
erating together, create each
person’s immediate reality
every minute of every day.
When humans realize that we
each create our own realities,

we begin to have some control
over what we create, and how
we react to the world “outside”
of us. Let’s talk with Dr. Mills
and see how these principles
can impact peoples’ lives,
even when those lives are
filled with struggle, or when the
economy is tanking!

How did it happen that you
ended up at Modello? You
were a white, Ph.D. profes-
sional working mostly with
upper income people at a
clinic in an upscale neighbor-
hood in Miami.

I was also working with the
Center for Juvenile Justice at the
University of Miami, and I and my
colleagues were looking at pub-
lishing an article in the journal
Adolescence. So we looked at all
the research, and then wrote an
article about innate mental health
and the nature of the Principles.
Janet Reno had started a School
and Neighborhood Intervention
Task Force to break the intergen-
erational cycle of poverty and
drugs. They had tried very tradi-
tional things and nothing seemed
to take: job training, parenting
classes … No one was showing
up, nothing seemed to catch on.
She read the article, and got a
grant from the Office of Juvenile
Justice Delinquency Prevention
(OJJDP) for me to go into Modello.

Were you nervous about start-
ing at that project—with all the vi-
olence and drugs that that project
was then famous for?

Because of my doctoral dis-
sertation, I had already worked in

low-income communities, so it
wasn’t so new for me. The first
time I went down there I had a
feeling that something special was
going to happen there, in spite of
everybody’s skepticism. And I just
fell in love with the people. I felt
safe there, and supported.

People in the projects in which
you’ve worked live in some of the
most extreme conditions (at least
in this country) of poverty, disad-
vantage, drug abuse and family vi-
olence. How can you talk about
Thought and have that make any
difference?

Because people have grown
up in those conditions they start to
think that that’s who they are and
the best they can do. Once they
see their own health, they can start
to let that go. They can let go of the
past and realize that they were not
who they thought they were. Their
wisdom starts to come out, and
they start to make better choices
and help their community. People
start to see their true beauty, as
wise, whole, healthy human be-
ings. It was only Thought that was
getting in the way.

If you could sit down with
someone in a place like East Palo
Alto—which isn’t even close to
being as “challenged” as Modello,
trying to make ends meet at this
tough economic time, what would
you say? I would talk to them
about their own wisdom and how
to connect to that wisdom—and
not to succumb to their feelings of
anxiety and insecurity. They would
have to do that--I couldn’t do that
for them. I’ve seen people go out

and get jobs in any economic sit-
uation. When people find their wis-
dom, they exude more confidence
and self-assurance, and that
makes people more inclined to
hire them.

What do you mean when you
say Wisdom? Wisdom is a deeper
intelligence that we all have that
helps us see life from a bigger pic-
ture, and to see opportunities
where we couldn’t see them be-
fore. Or where before we just had
seen problems. It comes with a
feeling of “aha,” and certainty and
confidence. 

Suddenly you know what to
do, and you have a positive feeling
that comes with that sense of
knowing. The important thing is for
people to understand that every-
one has wisdom, to trust that they
have it.

What is your greatest hope
now for your work? What would
you like the world to learn from the
work you and your colleagues
have done? That it’s possible to
turn any society or community into
a healthy thriving community with
caring loving people. 

I see the possibility for har-
mony, worldwide. That would
mean for people and policymak-
ers to look into those Principles.
There are enough outcomes al-
ready, and ongoing work, after 30
years, to provide a wealth of pos-
sibilities for investigation … and for
people to see what’s really possi-
ble.

Ami Chen Mills-Naim is
the Director of the Center for
Sustainable Change.

The Modello Story                                continued from page 13

Roger Mills

Analyzing the fight to eradicate racial profiling
By Nozipo Wobogo

EPA Today Contributor

During the latter part of
2008, there was an increase in
robberies in the City of Palo
Alto. This resulted in the fol-
lowing statement made by
Chief Lynne Johnson, who at
the time was Palo Alto’s Police
Chief. 

During a Palo Alto  Town
Hall Meeting on Thursday Oc-
tober 30, 2008, Johnson
stated:

“When our officers are out
there and they see an African
American, you know, in a con-
genial way, we want them to
find out who they are… .We,
my officers see an African
American who has a do-rag on
his head, absolutely we will
be, the officers will be stopping
and trying to find out who that
person is.”
(http://abclocal.go.com/kgo/st
ory?section=news/local/penin
sula&id=6481906 accessed
11/28/08)

Chief Johnson’s statement
sparked a firestorm of outrage
for many residents, especially
those living in East Palo Alto,
Palo Alto,  and the Belle
Haven neighborhood of Menlo
Park. 

The outrage was felt for

three very good reasons. The
first reason was that it called
up painful memories of a long-
standing history of racial profil-
ing  that have been practiced
by the Palo Palo Alto Police
Department against African
Americans and other people of
color. 

The second reason was
that Chief Johnson publicly re-
vealed that she had specifi-
cally instructed her officers to
follow more racially charged
rules of engagement just for
this segment of the population. 

The third and final reason
her statement sparked anger
was because it verfied for
many residents the beliefs and
suspicions they had held for
many years that the PAPD had
an actual policy of racial profil-
ing.

The determination to take
action against this injustice
began playing itself out when
numerous constituents sought
out the East Palo Alto African
American Leadership Summit
(AALS) and the Coalition for
Change (CFC) and requested
leadership and guidance in the
effort. 

These two groups ac-
cepted the challenge and en-
listed the administrative aid of
One East Palo Alto (OEPA) for

planning and implementation.
AALS, CFC and OEPA con-
vened meetings where con-
cerned individuals came to
share their experiences with
racial profiling and work on im-
mediate and long term action
plans to eliminate the practice. 

The “March on Palo Alto:
A Rally to End Racial Profiling”
was the group’s first concerted
action.  More than 300  people
of all races, ages, religions,
genders came from all over
the Bay Area on Sunday,  No-
vember 9, 2008 to march from
the East Palo Alto City Hall to
the Palo Alto City Hall, with the
goal of exposing and protest-
ing  racial profiling. 

As their  second response,
the group put together  a set of
comprehensive recommenda-
tions to eradicate racial profil-
ing. Some of these had
already been presented at the
march and rally. The first rec-
ommendation called for the
resignation of  Chief Lynne
Johnson.

The third response came
November 10 when residents
from Palo Alto and East Palo
Alto attended the Palo Alto
City Council Meeting to relate
personal stories about the
racial profiling practices of the
PAPD.

Chief Lynne Johnson an-
nounced her decision to retire.
The AALS and CFC consid-
ered her decision to be both
appropriate and a satisfactory
response to its #1 recommen-
dation. Other action strategies
followed:

1. There should be an im-
mediate halt to the practice of
racial profiling against African
Americans and other People
of Color by the Palo Alto Police
Department. 

2. A Citizens’ Advisory
Group (called Community Ad-
visory Committee by the Palo
Alto City Council) should be
formed consisting of residents
of East Palo Alto, Menlo Park
(particularly the Belle Haven
neighborhood) and Palo Alto,
including youth and young
adults. The CAC will address
the issues of racial profiling
and develop a plan / time-
frame for implementing cul-
tural competency training for
all employees of the Palo Alto
Police Department. 

3. An independent Om-
budsperson should be hired to
report directly to the Palo Alto
City Council and collect com-
plaints of racial profiling by the
PAPD. staff and report to the
CAC. As part of these respon-
sibilities, the Ombudsperson

will staff and report to the
CAC.  The PACC has con-
tracted with an independent
police auditor whose role will
be equitable to the om-
budsperson.

4. A new standard protocol
should be established for all
pretext stops. Mandatory infor-
mation provided to individuals
when stopped should be po-
lice officer’s name and badge
number, reason for the stop,
how to obtain any evidence of
the stop and the procedure for
filing a complaint, without the
individual having to request
that information.

5. A qualified, independent,
third party should be hired to
conduct specific research on
Palo Alto Police Department
practices that focuses on the
review of videotaped stops of
African Americans and other
People of Color in order to de-
termine why so many stops
occur.  

6. The Palo Alto Police De-
partment should become more
culturally diverse by recruiting
and hiring more African Amer-
ican, Pacific Islander and
Latino/a police officers. 

The work is on-going and
involves many other individu-
als and groups.
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May 2009 

*MAY IS PACIFIC ISLANDER
HERITAGE MONTH*
Come out to these events -
show your pride & support :)

Sat. May 2, 2009
Foster City Polynesian Festi-
val
(more info coming soon :)

Friday May 15, 2009
City College of San Francisco
Annual Luau
(more info coming soon)

Saturday May 16, 2009
Pacific Islander High School
Education Conference
9am-5pm
Skyline College

3300 College Drive, San
Bruno, CA 94066
Parents encouraged to at-
tend.  High School age (14-
18yrs) Youth participate in
workshops on today's most
popular fields of employment
& explore higher education
opportunities, skills training &
alternative options for a better
future!  Free entertainment to
follow.  Free lunch provided &
much more...  Register NOW!
Brought to you by TIC (Ton-
gan Interfaith Collaborative)
(see flyer attached)

Saturday May 16, 2009
Landscape Ent. & In-Poly
Skin Prod.
POLY GROOVE
7pm-12am

San Mateo Performing Arts
Center
600 N. Delaware, San Mateo,
CA 94401
Family event for all ages!
LIVE PERFORMANCES by
Flymar, Keira'D, Chubbs,
Finn, Spoon & more!
Reggae.R&B.Hip-Hop.Island
Music

Friday, May 29, 2009
Cesar Chavez Pacific Island
Day Celebration
Cesar Chavez School
10am -12noon
Cesar Chavez Gym
2450 Ralmar St, EPA, CA 
May is Pacific Island Month
so it is celebrated by a show-
case of the  many Polynesian
islands.

May 2009 Beat Meeting

Schedule

Beat One

Date: Monday, May 18, 2009
Time: 6pm - 7:30pm
Location: Community Room
at City Hall, 2415 University
Avenue, EPA, CA 94303

Beat Two:

Date: Thursday, May 7, 2009
Time: 6:30 -8pm 
Location: Ecumenical Hunger
Program, 2411 Pulgas Av-
enue, EPA, CA 94303

Beat Three

Date: Thursday, May 14,
2009
Time: 6:30 - 8pm
Location: Palo Mobile Es-
tates, 1885 East Bayshore
Road, EPA, CA 94303

Beat Four

Date: Tuesday, May 26, 2009
Time: 6pm - 7:30pm 
Location: Woodland
Apt.Community Room, 1761
Woodland Avenue, EPA, CA
94303
Carol Parker from the Menlo
Park Fire Department will be
at this month's Beat Four
Meeting to teach a Personal
Emergency Preparedness
Course (PEP). 

Is BUSINESS
getting you

CALL

Renaissance/Start Up today! 

(650) 321-2193 
Whether you’ve been in business 

6 weeks, 6 months, or 6 years, 

a FREE business consultation 

can help YOU increase sales, 

cut costs, and survive the crunch. 

What are you waiting for?
Renaissance/Start Up is a nonprofit organization that 
provides training and support for local businesses.

DOWN?CALL

Community Calendar

can be seen in cutbacks throughout the econ-
omy; most notably, in job cuts and in cutbacks
in education and in social services .

As one indication of local cutbacks in health
services, Luisa Buada, who is the Chief Exec-
utive Officer of the Ravenswood Family Health
Center, sent a letter to the partners and sup-
porters of the center to let them know that the
center was experiencing a cash flow and a pro-
jected revenue shortfall and would, as a conse-
quence, make an 8% reduction in support

staffing. 
In spite of the cutbacks, however, she said

that the center would be making necessary ad-
justments to try to avoid negatively impacting
the quality of healthcare that is being provided
to the community

Editors note: Read Luisa Buada’s entire let-
ter in the Letters to East Palo Alto section on
page 6. The formatting of the letter has been
slightly changed to fit EPA Today’s  paragraph
style.

Economy top issue              continued from page 1

Jessica Steinberg, Matthew Fremont, Henrietta J. Burroughs and Shirley Gibson

The City of East Palo Alto and the County of San Mateo like other cities and counties
around the nation are currently experiencing a high number of home foreclosures and
evictions.  On this edition of Talking with Henrietta, Jessica Steinberg,Matthew Fremont,
Henrietta J. Burroughs and Shirley Gibson discuss the situation in depth and the re-
sources that are available for people who face eviction.This show can be seen on Channel
27 on the Midpeninsula from Sunday, April 26, 2009 through Friday, May 8, 2009. This
edition can also be seen on Sundays@5 p.m., Tuesdays@8 p.m., Wednesdays@3 a.m.
and 11 a.m., Thursdays@8 p.m. and Fridays@3 a.m. and 11 a.m. Viewers can see the
show on the web at the above days and times at www.midpenmedia.org. 

Talking with Henrietta

Local TV  coverage

Is Anyone Being Treated Unfairly?

Commercial and Residential 

Permit Expeditor & Outreach Services

Please Contact

Patrick Brock 

of

BROCK & COMPANY

2111B University Avenue

East Palo Alto, CA  94303

650-799-8563 cell

650-326-9972 fax
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EPA needs to do more for small businesses   continued from page 1

However, thirty five percent of the business owners,  own the real estate on which their business is located. This is a significant percentage.
On the negative side, over half (53%) of small businesses surveyed reported that their gross annual revenues were under $80,000, with 80% of those reporting

gross revenues under $40,000.  A high percentage of owners interviewed also reported operating their businesses at a loss (42%) as opposed to breaking even
(26%) and profitable (32%) in 2007.

Summary of Recommendations from Renaissance Start Up

We recommend that the City of East Palo Alto prioritize addressing the following three key issues:

1. Small businesses need support if they are to not only survive, but grow and thrive

2. Local development needs to include appropriately sized and priced commercial space for neighborhood-serving small businesses

3. City agencies need to communicate more proactively and transparently to local business owners and residents to improve public perception and under-
standing of the goals, purposes, and motives behind local policies


